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SUBJECT: CONGRESS (I) IS RECOGNIZED AS OFFICIAL 
OPPOSITION IN LOK SABHA 

REF: (A) NEW DELHI 3201; (B) NEW DELHI 3877; (C) NEW DELHI 5362 

1 . MRS. GANDHI'S CONGRESS (I) WAS RECOGNIZED AS THE OFFIC- 
IAL OPPOSITION PARTY IN THE LOK SABHA, THE LOWER HOUSE OF 
PARLIAMENT, ON APRIL 12. THE SPEAKER ALSO RECOGNIZED C.M. 
STEPHEN, LEADER OF THE CONGRESS (I) GROUP IN THE HOUSE, AS 
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THE OFFICIAL LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, REPLACING Y.B. CHAV AN 
OF THE OFFICIAL CONGRESS. THE SPEAKER S RULING WAS BASED ON 
HIS JUDGEMENT THAT MRS. GANDHI'S PARTY HAD ATTAINED A NUMER- 
ICAL SUPERIORITY OVER THE OFFICIAL CONGRESS. (THE CONGRESS 
(I)'S LEADER IN THE RAJYA SABHA, KAMALAPATI TRIPATHI, WAS 
RECOGNIZED AS THE OFFICIAL LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION IN THAT 
HOUSE ON MARCH 23.) ALTHOUGH AN OFFICIAL LIST OF MP S BELONG- 
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ING TO THE TWO CONGRESSES IN THE LOK SABHA IS NOT YET AVAIL- 
ABLE, WE UNDERSTAND THAT 71 MP'S HAVE PLEDGED ADHERENCE TO 
CONGRESS (I), AS AGAINST 68 TO THE OFFICIAL CONGRESS. 

2. THE RECOGNITION OF THE CONGRESS (I) AS THE OFFICIAL OP- 
POSITION IN THE LOK SABHA WAS NOT UNEXPECTED. ALTHOUGH THE 
ANTICIPATED FLOOD OF CONGRESS MP'S TO MRS. GANDHI’S CAMP DID 
NOT OCCUR IN THE IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH OF THE FEBRUARY STATE 
ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS, THE OFFICIAL CONGRESS SUFFERED A SLOW AND 
STEADY EROSION IN ITS RANKS THROUGHOUT MARCH AND EARLY APRIL, 
AS MP'S CROSSED THE FENCE IN ONE'S AND TWO'S. THIS PROCESS 

WAS UNDOUBTEDLY HASTENED BY THE OFFICIAL CONGRESS’ DISASTER- 
OUS SHOWING IN THE KARNAL BY-ELECTION, AS WELL AS BY THE 
REALIZATION ON THE PART OF SOME MP'S THAT THEIR GRASS-ROOTS 
SUPPORTERS BACK HOME WERE SWITCHING SIDES TO CONGRESS (I). 

(THE OFFICIAL CONGRESS IS NOW THE RECOGNIZED OPPOSITION GROUP 
IN STATE ASSEMBLIES ONLY IN ASSAM AND RAJASTHAN.) 

3. MRS. GANDHI CAN NOW CLAIM WITH SOME JUSTIFICATION THAT 
HERS IS INDEED THE "REAL" OPPOSITION PARTY. THERE SEEMS TO 
BE, HOWEVER, A STIFFENING ATTITUDE AMONG DIE-HARD ANTI-INDIR 
ISTS IN THE OFFICIAL CONGRESS TO STICK IT OUT ALONE, EVEN IF 
THIS MEANS THEIR CONSIGNMENT TO POLITICAL OBLIVION FOR THE 
FORESEEABLE FUTURE. AT ITS APRIL 8 MEETING, THE OFFICIAL 
CONGRESS' WORKING COMMITTEE REJECTED ANY CONSIDERATION OF 
UNITY MOVES WITH THE CONGRESS (I). A "BUNKER MENTALITY" 
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SEEMS AN APT CHARACTERIZATION OF THE MOOD AMONG THOSE OFFIC- 
IAL CONGRESS FIGURES WHO PROCLAIM THEIR RESOLUTE RESISTANCE 
TO ANY FORM OF RECONCILIATION WITH MRS. GANDHI. BUT THOUGH 
SUCH LEADING FIGURES AS CHAV AN, DR. KARAN SINGH, AND BRAH- 
MAN ANDA REDDY WILL PROBABLY PERSIST IN THEIR ANTI-INDIRA POS- 
TURE, IT IS ALSO LIKELY THAT OTHERS LESS DETERMINED THAN THEY 
WILL GRADUALLY DRIFT INTO MRS. GANDHI'S CAMP. 

GOHEF.N 
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